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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
99 Church Street, Hamburg PA 19526-1213 

www.stjohnshamburg.org 
Pastor Mark Jensen 

 revmarkjensen@comcast.net 
  Pastor’s Cell:  920-318-9593 

   Dr. Betsy Zimmerman-Morgans, Choir Director and Organist 
    Ms. Kate Kauffman, Assistant Organist & Jr. Choir Director     

Mrs. Bethany Thren, Parish Ed Coordinator  
Kelly Zimmerman, Church Secretary secretarykellyz@gmail.com 

          Church Office Phone: 610-562-3808     Church Fax: 610-562-7616 
Rev. Willard J. Uhler, Pastor Emeritus                 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS,  The Word in Season are available in the 
literature racks in each narthex. 
PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONE DURING THE                      
WORSHIP SERVICE. 

 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH CDC GUIDELINES: 

STAY HOME IF YOU ARE ILL (Worship is offered on Facebook) 
PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCTING (Family members may sit                
together) 
PLEASE REFRAIN FROM SINGING 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK THAT COVERS YOUR NOSE AND 
MOUTH  
*Thanks to your cooperation we are able to safely gather in person* 

PURPOSE  STATEMENT 
God’s purpose for St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to share 
God’s love through Word, worship, song, and by serving others. 

Guiding Principles: 
Jesus is our Lord and Savior. 
God shows no partiality. 
Live in/with a spirit of generosity. 
Boldly speak God’s word. 
Worship, fellowship, and prayer are central to our faith. 
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1st Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, November 29, 2020 

9:30 AM  
NOTE:  The asterisk sign (*)  means to please stand, if able. 

 
PRELUDE  “A Great and Mighty Wonder” 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
As we to deal with the Coronavirus we know that following our Safety 
Recommendations can be challenging. However, for the health and safety 
of all of our members and friends who worship with us we ask that                             
everyone continues to be vigilant in following our recommendations that 
were proposed by our Safety Committee and approved by our Church 
Council. Especially as we continue to see Covid-19 cases rise in our state. 
Two of our Safety Recommendations we need to especially be diligent 
to follow are: 
 Wearing a mask or face shield that covers your nose and mouth. 
 
 Social distancing while in the sanctuary before and after worship.  

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, The Lord of Israel who comes 
 to set us free, the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, the 
 Dawn from on high who guides us into peace. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
 from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
 the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
 and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
 Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
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P Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 
 given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 
 humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
 and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
 do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that 
 we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
 and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 
 saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Al
 mighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
 Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
C Amen. 
 
*GATHERING SONG:  “The Advent of Our God” LBW 22 (1st 2 verses) 
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*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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ADVENT WREATH PRAYER 
P We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days 
 of preparation for Christ’s advent.  As we light the first candle on 
 this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our 
 Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels.  Enlighten us 
 with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome Him with joy.  
 Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and 
 whose day draws near. 
 
C Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   
SING VERSE 1 (ONLY)  (SEE NEXT PAGE) 
 
“Awake!  Awake, and Greet the New Morn” ELW pg. 242 
  Verse 1  
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
C Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
 protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and 
 keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live 
 and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
 and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING:   
A A reading from :Isaiah 64:1-9  
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The 
visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in 
Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, 
conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to be the God who 
has brought deliverance in the past. 
 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
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 7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O L , you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O L , 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM :  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
[R] Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7) 
 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 4O L | God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? R 
 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. R 
 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
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 19Restore us, O L | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. R 
 
 
SECOND READING:   
A A reading from 1 Corinthians 1:3-9  
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them 
how the Lord has already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will 
continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord. 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 
that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the               
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are 
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL:  Mark 13:24-27 
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 13th Chapter, beginning 
 with the 24th verse. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns 
in power and glory to end all suffering. 
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,  
 the sun will be darkened, 
  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power 
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and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes                
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the 
very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in                      
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do 
not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—
for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the                      
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find 
you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.” 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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*CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to 
 this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
 
P We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts 
 to your call for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of 
 the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
P We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated  
 habitats, polluted waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, 
 and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the earth and our  
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 relationship to it. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
P We pray for all people who care for others in our community and 
 around the world. Fill them with compassion and the power to  
 respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with welcome for 
 those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. Hear us, 
 O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
P We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those 
 without homes facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed 
 or underemployed, and for those in poverty or facing food insecurity. 
 Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear 
 us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
P We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live 
 with depression, anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible 
 illnesses (especially). We also pray for those we name out loud and 
 silently in our hearts.  Ease their suffering and support them when 
 they struggle. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
P Gracious God, we ask that you continue to be with us as we deal 
 with the Coronavirus. These are anxious times when we long for our 
 world to return to normal. We wait for treatments and a vaccine to 
 help us deal with the virus. As we wait Heavenly Father, help us to 
 bring comfort to those who have lost loved ones from the virus, or 
 who are ill from the virus. Be with our leaders to make wise  
 decisions. Be with medical workers who put themselves at risk in 
 order to help others. Give us guidance and assertiveness to help  those 
 who are unemployed. Give us strength to be patient when it is  
 difficult. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
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P We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while 
 waiting for justice, peace, or healing, those whose names we know 
 and those whose names are known only to you. Sustain all who still 
 yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great.   
 
P Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your 
 Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
*PEACE 
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 Peace be with you. 
 Peace be with you. 
 
OFFERING   

The offering can be given on your way out of church this morning.   

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray. 
 
C God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of 
 your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience 
 and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of 
 your  Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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*LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN:   “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”   
     LBW 27 (1st 2 verses) 
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*DISMISSAL 
 
P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
*POSTLUDE   “The Coventry Carol” 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #21923. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 
 God’s presence in our lives is seen and felt through prayer.  In              
worship we share our joys, concerns, Thanksgivings, and petitions.  We                                   
also voice the names of those folks we wish to remember in prayer.  If you 
have someone who needs the congregation’s prayers, please speak the 
name during the Prayers of Intercession or give the name to Pr. Jensen for                    
inclusion in the prayer.  Today we pray for Kady Adam, Karen Fister, Carl 
Adams, Gail James, Jim Yeakley, Matthew Brady, Pastor Uhler, Cynthia 
Leutze, Sara Beltz, Steven Grim, Harold “Freck”  Miller, Charles Steward, 
Mary Ann Leisey, Charlie Mengel, Bruce Rolland, Betty Yeager, Jeanette 
Grill, Martha Hearn, Dee Kistler, William Wagner, Earl Adams, Elaine 
Arndt, Lynne Bagenstose, Bertha Albert, Barry Wisser, Dolores Cullen, 
Jordan Barsinger, Millie Emes , John Desmond, Bob Brecht 
  
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glor y of God in honor of 
Julie Strella and her birthday November 29th by her parents Allan and          
Lela Epting.   

 

 

 Saturday Night Worship Service will be held on   
Saturday, December 5, 2020 at 5:30 PM. 
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George and I would like to thank our faith family and Church Council for 
their loving support with the passing of my dear Mother, Emma                            

Zimmerman.  The beautiful planter and sympathy cards are very much 
appreciated.  

 In His Love, Betsy and George Morgans  
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we to deal with the Coronavirus we know that following our Safety 
Recommendations can be challenging. However, for the health and safety 
of all of our members and friends who worship with us we ask that                           
everyone continues to be vigilant in following our recommendations that 
were proposed by our Safety Committee and approved by our Church 
Council. Especially as we continue to see Covid-19 cases rise in our state. 
Two of our Safety Recommendations we need to especially be diligent to 
follow are: 
 Wearing a mask or face shield that covers your nose and mouth. 
 Social distancing while in the sanctuary before and after worship.  
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This year our Christmas Eve services are at 7:00 PM and 11:00 PM, with 
preservice music beginning at 10:30 PM. Both services are going to be 
livestreamed. The 7:00 PM service is our family service. Both services 
will be a candlelight service. Weather permitting both services will                          
conclude by going outside with masks, and social distancing to sing a few 
Christmas Carols and concluding with Silent Night. Because we don’t 
want people to remove their mask to blow out their candles we are going 
to be using tea lights (battery operated candles) for our services. You are 
asked to contact the office by Monday the 21st if you plan to attend either 
of these services.  Because our seating capacity may be an issue with the 
11:00 PM service anyone who didn’t attend the 7:00 PM service will                             
receive priority seating.  Anyone who attended the 7:00 PM service who 
wished to attend the 11:00 PM service would added to the list after those 
who had not attended the 7:00 PM service had had a chance to sign up. 
 

Parish Ed 
Mark your calendars we are excited to welcome our children back to church 

on SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7,2021. The Parish Ed committee is working 
through the final details. Continue to watch emails, newsletters and the             

Facebook page for further updates. 
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November 27 1st Sunday of Advent/Advent Event 
December 5  Saturday Night Service with Holy                     
                      Communion 
December 6  2nd Sunday of Advent with Holy                                            
Communion 
December 13 3rd Sunday of Advent/Family     
   Worship/Holy Communion  
December 20 4th Sunday of Advent  
December 21 First Day of Winter  
December 24 Christmas Eve Services 
   7:00 PM Christmas Eve Service/    
                  Holy Communion  
   10:30 PM Pre– Service Music 
   11:00 PM Christmas Eve Service/    
          Holy Communion  
December 25 Christmas Day  
December 27 Lessons & Carols 
December 31 New Year’s  Eve 
January 1  New Year’s Day  
January 2  Saturday Night Service with Holy    
           Communion  
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Scrip News 

 Ho ho ho!  Christmas is right around the corner!!!  Only 27 
days until Christmas!  Gift cards make the perfect gift for 
Christmas!  Any size fits all!!!  Please consider purchasing gift 
cards from St. John’s Church when you are shopping for                    
Christmas.   
 We have a variety of gift cards on hand such as the                  
following cards: 
Walmart, Redner’s, Weis, Sunoco, Red Lobster, Red Robin,                         
Starbucks, Dunkin Donuts, Sunoco, Sam’s Club, Amazon, Barnes 
& Noble, Cracker Barrel, Westy, Bath & Body, Lowe’s, Arby’s, 
Taco Bell, Dominos, Cabela’s, Boscov’s, etc…..to name a few!  
Please contact someone on the Scrip team (June, Kay, Sandy, 
Della, or Rose) if you would like to order or purchase gift cards.   
 Thank you to everyone who continues to support St. John’s 
Church by purchasing gift cards.  Please contact June Kline 
(home: (610) 562-4440 or cell:  (610) 790-7599) or Rose 
Schultz (home: (610) 562-0574 or cell:  (610) 587-6043).  We 
will arrange a way to get the cards to you!   

 
 

St. John’s Kinder Klass  
On Thursday October 15 the Kinder Klass Committee met and discussed the         
current program and some different needs they have at the moment due to the 
pandemic.     
  The supplies requested are:  Lysol Spray, Multi-purpose cleaning spray refill 
solution, baby wipes, napkins, small cups, paper towels, and hand sanitizer.   
  If you can help out please drop your donations off at the church office or after 
the church service that day.  Your contribution will be greatly appreciated by our 
long running ministry of the church.  St John's Kinder Klass has been in          
operation since 1977.   
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SYNOD NEWS  
Learning Ministries Day 2021 –  Workshop Schedule 

  
January 23, 2021 
Plan to join us Saturday January 23, 2021 when our keynote speaker will 
be Dr. Barbara Rossing, author of "The Rapture Exposed." Dr. Rossing 
will speak on "Journeys Through Revelation." A number of workshops 
will be offered as well. Please check the synod website for a list of the 
workshops and for more information.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Salvation Army Hamburg Family Store 

***Sign Up to Ring Our Bell NOW*** 
Call or email Kettle Coordinator to schedule: 

610-562-3576 OR redkettlehamburg@gmail.com 
Bell Ringing Locations:   

Hamburg-Redners, Cabela’s, Walmart 
Leesport-Redners 
Bernville-Boyer’s 

Temple-Sam’s Club 
**2 hours ringing equals one family getting emergency assistance this 

winter** 
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Sunday, November 29, 2020 
First Sunday of Advent  
9:30 AM  Worship Service  
  (Facebook Live Service)  
Tuesday, December 1, 2020  
9:00 AM –11:30 AM Kinder Klass  
1:00 PM Project Workers 
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 
9:00 AM –1:00 PM Kinder Klass 
Thursday, December 3, 2020 
9:00 AM –11:30 AM Kinder Klass  
Friday, December 4, 2020 
9:00 AM –1:00 PM Kinder Klass 
Saturday, December 5, 2020 
9:00 AM Decorating of the Church  
5:30 PM  Saturday Night Worship with Communion  
Sunday, December 6, 2020 
Second Sunday of Advent with Communion  
9:30 AM  Worship Service  
  (Facebook Live Service)  
Advent Family Activity following Worship  
   **Must register to participate*** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


